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(1) Error Types and Choices of Article in Chinese EFL Learners' Speech [#F7%83%]
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This study examines article errors in Chinese EFL learners and analyzes their parameter choices in
spontaneous speaking tasks, contrasting with previous research focused on written outputs. Examining 35
vocational college students' oral exam performances, involving three oral questions and a picture description,
it coded 557 noun phrases for specificity and definiteness. The results show frequent errors in article omission
and overuse of 'the', with the topic influencing error type. Participants showed clear parameter settings in
[+definite, £specific] and [-definite, +specific] contexts, but great variability in the [-definite, -specific] context.
Additionally, learners’ scores did not significantly predict their article selection because these scores
encompass factors like lexical selection, pronunciation, and critical thinking. The study reveals that without
L1 transfer, L2 learners tend to omit articles and fluctuate between specificity and definiteness. In teaching,
providing explicit knowledge about how to set article parameters could possibly help learners use articles more

appropriately.
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