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(1) Factors influencing EFL learners’ lexical segmentation skill [#ff5t563%]
& Trva (AEERRFERFRE)

The ability to recognize meaningful units within speech is essential for L2 listening comprehension.
However, for EFL learners, recognizing familiar words in spoken English remains challenging due to the
continuous nature of English speech, where words are rarely produced in isolation. This study examines factors
affecting learners’ lexical segmentation skill. Thirty EFL learners whose L1 is Chinese or Japanese completed
a partial dictation task to assess segmentation accuracy. Item-level factors (phrase frequency and linking
category) and individual factors (vocabulary size, listening familiarity, and speaking familiarity) were
considered. Results indicate that there is no correlation between participants’ vocabulary size and their
segmentation skill. Among the factors considered, only listening familiarity with target phrases and the linking
category of target phrases significantly predict segmentation accuracy. Findings suggest that merely expanding
vocabulary size is insufficient for improving learners’ listening skills. Listening practice emphasizing

connected speech patterns and exposure to authentic resources is recommended.
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