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The Implementation of the Peer-review Activity Focusing on SW1H Questions
An Approach to Improving Students' Writing Performance

Kayo Tsuji

Ritsumeikan University
Keywords: SW1H questions, peer-review, student writing

1. Introduction of SW1H Writing Approach

The scholarly writings are required to have clear description so that the audience
outside of the writers’ culture may clearly understand the content of the papers. The
writing texts constructed by Japanese EFL students, however, rely too much on implicit
understanding: Their texts lack some required details, or involve some unnecessary
information. Consequently, their audience cannot fully understand what has been
written in the texts. The descriptions in their second-language (L2) texts require further
information regarding the who, what, when, where, why and how of the happening.
Focusing more on the need for Japanese student-writers to clearly describe SWI1H
elements of information, the author turned to the writing activity focusing on the SW1H
communicative questions. This 5SWI1H writing activity was introduced in a
Project-based English Program (PEP) during the fall semester of 2015.

2. The Classroom-based Study

This pilot study aims in particular to investigate the efficacy of the SW1H activity
on students’ writing texts, and identify students’ accomplishments through the process.
The participants of this study were 14 sophomores at the College of Pharmaceutical
Sciences at a large private university in western Japan. The instructor conducted three
types of teacher interventions: (a) instructions on what to discuss/write and how to
organize their argument in each section, (b) instruction and explanation of how to
conduct the SW1H activity, (¢) demonstration of the activity. The activities were done in
a pair or a group setting. The participants were provided with SW1H worksheets in
which the key consideration for the activity was summarized. During the activity, the
instructor listened attentively to students’ discussions, and offered practical advice if
necessary. To evaluate the SWIH activity, the instructor and one independent rater
assessed participants’ texts before and after the process, using the writing rubric
constructed for this study. At the end of the evaluation, they attempted to identify the
features of affecting factor contributing to more comprehensible texts.

3. Results and Concluding Remarks

The results showed that the process had positive influences on writing performance
of students. All of the participants (N = 14) changed some parts of the original texts.
The 13 revisions leading to a better text became clearer with the newly modified SW1H
information. Students who understood the importance of filling the information gap
with adequate SW1H details (n = 7) successfully produced more understandable texts.
Their post-texts increased in message clarity. On the other hand, six students understood
how a word or reference term should be described more specifically. The students who
internalized the importance of word-level clarification described the information more
clearly. Therefore, the author concludes that the process did enhance students’ writing
performance.
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